To Whom It May Concern: 
On behalf of the Regional Transfer Center Directors, we write to you and ICAS to share our professional perspective about the newly authorized AB928 Legislation and its provision for one lower division general education pattern for transfer.  
Our work as Transfer Center Directors, and California Community Transfer Centers as a whole, facilitate the progress of students as they move between and among California’s three public higher education segments. We serve as campus experts and liaisons between faculty, administrators, and students on our campuses, and university admission, articulation, and student services programs on transfer admission and related requirements and programming. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Often, our offices are the front line for transfer information, university admission, and troubleshooting issues with that process when they occur. We work collaboratively with our faculty and articulation officers to ensure that students have the required coursework for admission, and advocate for course revisions when needed to ensure students have the options and courses they need to successfully graduate from our campuses, and continue their educational goals at the CSU or UC. Further, we meet with our regional university partners to collaborate and share information and we regularly share updates with our campus constituents including Counseling faculty, Articulation Officers, discipline faculty, and students. We work progressively with students to ensure that they are ready for university admission, and have a variety of options available to them when making course decisions and applying to universities that match their long-term career goals. 
Of the 80,489 CCC students who transferred in Fall 2020 to the UC and the CSU, 62,426 (77.6%) transferred to the CSU, and 18,063 (22.4%) transferred to the UC. Fall 2021 show similar numbers with 53,500 of the 86,479 transfers from CCC, and 20,159 of the 21,509 of the UC students from the CCC.  
	Term
	Total CSU and UC
	CSU Enrolled
	CCC Enrolled
	Percentage
	UC Enrolled
	UC CCC
	Percentage

	Fall 2020
	84,171
	62,426
	53,500
	85.70%
	21,745
	20,159
	92.70%

	Fall 2021
	78,081
	56,572
	53,500
	94.57%
	21,509
	20,453
	90.10%



Variations between the CSU-GE Breadth and IGETC play a significant role in maintaining the necessary level of access for CSU-Bound students, and those pursuing degrees that may require applied learning. Due to the overwhelming majority of CSU-Bound students, we, the Transfer Center Directors urge to you consider the following when deciding courses for inclusion on the new single lower division general education pattern: 
· Critical Thinking: CSU GE A3 provides instruction and practice in analyzing the logical foundations of ideas in order to distinguish between different types of reasoning, and learning argumentation strategies. The focus of IGETC 1B is primarily writing. 
· While we understand that writing is critical for today’s society, we argue that critical thinking is becoming an increasingly important skill to understanding fallacies, false equivalencies, and displaying those differences in through oral argumentation.  
· Quantitative Reasoning: Courses acceptable for the CSU GE B4 include personal finance, trigonometry, and math for future elementary teachers. 
· None of these are acceptable in IGETC 2A and the higher-level math requirement can pose a significant equity issue due to the higher level of math on IGETC and the completion gaps with educationally underserved student populations. 
· Oral Communications: CSU GE A1 allows for several choices including group dynamics, whereas most IGETC pattern courses only allow for Public Speaking. 
· The multiple options in the CSU GE pattern allow for students to develop communication skills in ways that will best serve their personality and comfort, as well as learning skills for future career fields. The “fear” of public speaking is one that is expressed by many students, and without options, students may stop-out of the transfer process or seek alternatives that impact them financially such as private / independent and for-profit schools. 
· Arts and Humanities: CSU Area C allows for several courses that blend theoretical concepts while developing skills in art, music, theater, and languages. IGETC only allows for coursework that focuses on the history or theory of those fields, and language other than English begins at the second semester or higher. 
· The loss of coursework here that includes drawing, painting, music theory, theater performance, and foundational language would translate to a significant decline in student’s development through artistic means. 
· Minimum Grades: While the current 39 unit CSU-GE Breadth pattern allows for 30 units of coursework to be “C” grades only. That would require students to repeat general education coursework that was challenging, yet passed for credit.
· There is a disconnect between the IGETC minimum “C” grade, and the CSU Allowance of “C-“ grades in both general education (including core competencies in English and Math), and major coursework. 
· Unit Values: CSU GE policy permits courses with unit values below 3 semester units to be certified by the CCCs for the CSU-GE pattern, whereas courses satisfying IGETC must be at least 3 semester/4 quarter units. 
· Lifelong Learning and Self-Development: This area is not required by IGETC, but is included in the CSU-GE pattern. Courses in this area assist students with personal growth and development, and are often found in learning communities and first year programs. Counseling courses in particular are often the first introduction to Counseling Faculty at the community college, and the loss of this category in the single general education pattern would potentially mean that fewer students would take these critical courses since they no longer met a general education requirement. 

We urge the members of the Intersegmental General Education Task Force to consider these points when making decisions regarding the development of the new single general education pattern, and the potential equity issues that may arise with more restricted coursework typically found only on the IGETC pattern. We also highly recommend that a member of the TCD community be added to the committee developing the common general education pattern to help inform choices that would best suit students in the transfer pathway. 

Signed, 
Collectively:
Regional TCD Reps
OR 
TCD (name/campus)
