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Welcome
Welcome to a very special occasion… our 28th Annual Miramar College Foundation Scholarship Program.

Many faculty, staff, industry partners and friends, through their generosity, have helped us open the doors to a world 
of opportunities for San Diego Miramar College students. This afternoon, we’re celebrating deserving students who 
will benefit from scholarships sponsored by awards from several Foundations, organizations, individuals and external 
agencies. Congratulations to all recipients!

The Scholarship Awards Ceremony is one of the major events of the Miramar College Foundation. College, community 
and industry representatives have dedicated time, talent and resources throughout the year to ensure deserving students 
will be selected and awarded with various scholarships. On behalf of our faculty, staff and students, we would like to 
personally extend our most sincere appreciation to each of them for their extraordinary support.

As well, we would like to thank all the generous and caring donors who make this event possible. This afternoon’s donors 
and Scholarship sponsors represent a commitment to the educational success of San Diego Miramar College students.

Enjoy this day of celebration!
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Wes Lundburg
Dr. Wesley Lundburg, President Sarah Yang, President

San Diego Miramar College Miramar College Foundation
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Program

Check-In

“Grab N’ Go” Refreshments

Scholarship Awards 

Welcome Remarks 

Steve Quis, Emcee 

Wesley Lundburg, President  
San Diego Miramar College 

Maria Nieto Senour. President  
Board of Trustees  

San Diego Community College District 

Carlos 0. Cortez, Chancellor  
San Diego Community College District 

Donor Recognitions 

Student Testimonials 

Awards 

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

2:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

4:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Thanks to all Donors & Scholarship Sponsors

Thank You for sharing this day of student celebration with us!
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Scholarships
ACADEMIC SENATE SCHOLARSHIP

The Academic Senate Scholarship is made possible by the 
faculty of San Diego Miramar College. To assist students, 
the Senate established this scholarship awarded each year.

Ananto Sarowar
Hanbing Zhang

AFT LARRY SCHWARTZ MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
This scholarship fund was established by the faculty 
members of American Federations of Teachers of the San 
Diego Community College District to honor the memory 
and contributions to education and the union to Larry 
Schwartz (1932-1995): history professor, labor organizer, 
a founder and long-time president of the AFT and political 
activist. It is awarded to members, former members, or 
children of members of a union who are pursuing their 
education.

Jon Clayton
Erica Chuo

ANNETTE BENING PROMISE SCHOLARSHIP
The San Diego Promise is an initiative that provides tuition-
free education and other support for deserving students. 
The Annette Bening Promise Scholarship is named for an 
alumna of Mesa College who has had a successful career in 
film and theatre, and who supports the education of students 
at all campuses of the San Diego Community College 
District. This scholarship is awarded to a continuing student 
who has made a full-time commitment to his/her studies, 
excels academically, and is dedicated to service.

Ngoc Yen Nhi Vu

ASSOCIATED STUDENT GOVERNMENT 
SCHOLARSHIP
The San Diego Miramar College Associated Student 
Government established this award to recognize club 
members who have made significant contributions to  
the college and/or surrounding community.

Academic Achievers
Rita Nelson
	

Breaking Barriers
Lora Anastasia
Lancey Nguyen

BERNARD OSHER FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP

Thanks to the generosity of The Bernard Osher Foundation 
and matching funds from other agencies, the following 
students received a Bernard Osher Scholarship this year 
as part of the California Community Colleges Scholarship 
Endowment. Mr. Osher’s vision is to invest in community 
college students to “not only benefit the community college 
students of today but countless more for years to come.”

Ashkan Akhavan Rezaie
Faranak Alah 
Moradi Ghashghaei 
Sara Asnaashari Lahroodi
Anica Baluta-Freitas
Desiree Busier
Cynthia Chu
Deric Dang
Farhad Ensan
Hannah Farris

BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE SCHOLARSHIP
Made possible by the Biology faculty of Miramar College. 
The faculty wishes to assist a deserving student that 
aspires to a career in biology or allied health.

Emily Smith

BOARD OF TRUSTEES SCHOLARSHIP
Made possible by The Board of Directors of the Scott A. 
and Elizabeth V. Christensen Charitable Foundation. The 
Christensen Foundation wish to provide funding for students 
in career/technical education programs. This scholarship 
supports students who have vocational and workforce goals 
and who can benefit from support that will enable them to 
pursue job opportunities in the San Diego Region.

Kamren Chau – Automotive
James Clark – Diesel
Elias De La Paz Garcia – Automotive
Emanuel Martinez – Aviation
Robert Sasser – Diesel
Claudio Da Mata – Fire Academy
Myles Hopkins – Fire Academy
Noah Welsh – Fire Academy
Nicholas Vegar – Fire Academy
Erica Gomez – Fire Academy

Anisia Dumitrascu
Jeffrey Hall

Goal Getters
Anisia Dumitrascu
Calvin Hall

Leadership
Neda Ghassemigandomani
Amanda Woodrum

Shirley Gaona
Monica Gerami
Marlin Gonzalez
Nguyen Ho
Maria Jocson
Paul Lai
Dat Mong
Elham Shamloufard
Ahmad Suri



4

CA COAST CREDIT UNION SCHOLARSHIP

California Coast Credit Union has been serving the 
educational community for over 90 years, including the 
San Diego Community College District. Through their 
generosity, four high achieving students at Miramar  
College are awarded this scholarship each year.

Spring 2022

Taylor Gaston 
Ruby Melchior
Rita Nelson	 James Clark

CATERPILLAR/HAWTHORNE SCHOLARSHIP
Five students have been awarded scholarships from  
the Caterpillar Dealer Excellence Fund. This fund is 
comprised of equal donations from the Hawthorne 
Machinery Company (the local Caterpillar dealer)  
and Caterpillar Foundation.

Andres Geurts-Barreto 
Theodora Chomyk 
Ardalan Khanaj Amirhossieni 
Anna Rigby 
Orion Sharp 

CHANCELLOR’S AWARD SCHOLARSHIP
Through the generosity of the San Diego Community 
College District Chancellor, Carlos O. Turner Cortez, this 
scholarship recognizes a student for academic excellence 
and leadership. 

Chener Hart

CHARLES PATRICK MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
This scholarship was established in memory of the first 
Chancellor of the San Diego Community College District. 
Charles W. Patrick was a great leader who helped build 
the District, one building at a time. His efforts enabled the 
District to best serve the community’s educational needs.

Skylar Chen	 Taylor Gaston

DANIEL SCHMIDT MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
This scholarship was made possible by the Schmidt  
family in honor of their son, Daniel.

Edward Borek
Hanieh Kohankhaki
Sydney Schumsky-Nicholas

Scholarships
ERICA SELENE CORTEZ MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

This scholarship was established in memory of Erica’s 
happy pursuit of her Automotive Technology certificate. 
It is funded by the Mann/Cortez family to help deserving 
students in the Automotive Technology program pursue 
their career.

James Clark	 Jose Julian Garcia Luna

HARRY L. MARTIN, ARCHITECT SCHOLARSHIP

This scholarship was established in memory of architect 
Harry L. Martin, and made possible through contributions 
from his wife Barbara Martin to deserving art students.

Skylar Chen	 Chi Nguyen

HONORS SCHOLARSHIP

The generosity of the San Diego Miramar College 
President has made this scholarship possible. Scholarship 
winners are from both the Honors Program and Phi Theta 
Kappa for 2021- 2022.

Edward Borek 	 Joshua Lin
Victoria Constantine	 Nicholas Palos
Jana Holloway	 Jesus Seineke
Dushanti Patterson	 Sonya Shafir
Shannon McLaughlin	 Matthew Krause

IN MEMORY OF GEORGE F. DOWD SCHOLARSHIP
This scholarship is dedicated to George F. Dowd, who 
retired from the Navy having served in the U.S. Army during 
World War II (1942-1950) in the European front including 
Normandy, France. He was honorably discharged from the 
Army in order to enlist into the U.S. Navy, where he served 
until his discharge (honorable) from the Navy in 1970. 
While in the Navy he was an Aviation Machinist serving in 
the Pacific until his retirement in 1970 in San Diego. This 
contribution is made possible by Dr. Bonnie Ann Dowd, 
Executive Vice Chancellor for Business and Technology 
Services for the San Diego Community College District.

Jeffrey Hall

LA FAMILIA MENCHACA SCHOLARSHIP
La Familia Menchaca - Si Se Puede scholarship was 
provided by Sabrina Menchaca as reminder to those that 
applied that our Cultural Identity, although at times can 
be experienced as an adversity in our lives, it can indeed 
become our strength, “Si Se Puede!”

Ruth Zumaya

Fall 2022

Mishaal Fahd Edrees
Anisia Dumitrascu
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MCKEE FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP

Made possible by contributions from the McKee family, 
this scholarship is for a deserving foster youth student who 
displays time and talents by volunteering and helping others.

Taylor Gaston

MIRAMAR COLLEGE FOUNDATION/OSHER 
SCHOLARSHIP
The Board of Directors of the Miramar College Foundation 
awards three scholarships to assist students to reach their 
fullest academic potential. These scholarships are funded 
by matching funds from the Bernard Osher Foundation, 
donations from San Diego Miramar College faculty,  
staff and administrators, as well as business and 
community members.

Sarena Pham 
Luis Enrique Salinas 
Agapito Joseph Serraon Radcliffe 

MIRAMAR COLLEGE FOUNDATION – FRESHMAN 
SCHOLARSHIP
The Board of Directors of the Miramar College Foundation 
has established scholarships for deserving students 
graduating from area high schools who intend  to enroll at 
San Diego Miramar College in the fall. These scholarships are 
funded by donations from faculty, staff and administrators, as 
well as business and community members.

Canyon Hills High 

Kimberly Garcia Lopez	  
Destinee Johnson
Stephanie Villa

Mira Mesa High

Jasmine Gamez	
Alexander Nguyen
Quincy Windgate   

University City High

Marco Aguilar Arellano	  
Anthony Beltran
Monico Dauphinais

Scholarships
MIRAMAR FIRE ACADEMY SCHOLARSHIP

The Miramar Fire Academy Scholarship are donations  
from the Bomberos De San Diego, IAFF Local 145,  
SD Firefighter Emerald Society, and Martin Walsh.  
This is to help Fire Technology students with their 
educational expenses. 

Antonio Cruz	 Juan Rodriguez
Myles Hopkins	 Reese Selck
Jason Ly	 Ryan Van Saun
Santos Perez	 Sean Westphal	
Megan Puckett	 Jacob Wolf
Eliana Renfree

MIRAMAR MANAGERS SCHOLARSHIP
Managers at Miramar College and the SDCCD have 
pledged funds to create this scholarship for one student 
who demonstrates commitment to academic success and 
to the betterment of their school/community.

Amanda Woodrum	 YungYi Sun

PEGGY GRAY TRANSFER SCHOLARSHIP
Peggy Gray Transfer Scholarship is a contribution from the 
Spanninga Fund of the Jewish Community Foundation. 
The scholarship is intended for financially needy students 
who have demonstrated they want to help themselves by 
working while attending college. Eligible students must be 
transferring to a California public four-year institution and 
demonstrate financial need.

Anisia Dumitrascu	 Lancey Nguyen
Chi Nguyen	 Ananto Sarowar

PHI THETA KAPPA PRESIDENT’S FEE WAIVER
This scholarship recognizes academic excellence and 
commitment to community service in 2021-2022. 

Ahmed Mahdi Abdullahi	 Jana Holloway
Isabel Adamos	 Carli Kuznetsova
Rafael Araujo	 Lancey Nguyen
Liam Farzin	 Tatum Fox
Dushanti Patterson	 Gennis Pilapil



6

POWAY VETERANS ORGANIZATION SCHOLARSHIP

The Poway Veterans Organization is a group of veterans 
that are committed to providing various types of assistance 
to veterans and their families that reside in Poway, 
Ramona, and surrounding areas. This scholarship will 
provide financial assistance to military veteran students 
attending San Diego Miramar College. 

Jeffrey Hall

PRESIDENT’S AWARD SCHOLARSHIP
Through the generosity of the San Diego Miramar College 
President, this scholarship assists students with financial 
need who demonstrates a strong commitment to achieving 
academic excellence with the assistance of student support 
services at San Diego Miramar College.

David Merino
Agapito Joseph Serraon Radcliffe

RETURN TO LEARN 
This scholarship is made possible by San Diego Miramar 
President, Dr. Wesley Lundburg. President Lundburg’s 
family wanted to create a scholarship to empower those 
who have overcome personal obstacles in their lives and 
yet are still able to stay focused in school. These funds 
welcome all individuals who are continuing with their life 
goals and are pursuing an education to assist them in 
developing skills to increase their future work opportunities 
to better support their families, despite the challenges that 
have endured.

Salvatore Matos	
Hamid Reza Zamaninasab

RICHARD AND ELOISE JOHNSTON SCHOLARSHIP
Richard Johnston was a trustee of the San Diego 
Community College District from its inception in December 
1973 through December 1998.

James Ye

SDCCD MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION 
SCHOLARSHIP

The San Diego Community College District Management 
Association’s main objectives and purposes are to advance 
the cost of education and to establish a mutually beneficial 
relationship for its members. Members of this association 
include present and retired managers of the District. The 
SDCCD Management Association contributes the funds 
for this scholarship in order to enable students to continue 
their education.

Jan Andrew Aviles	
Xiner Zhang

Scholarships
SDG&E SAFE SD INITIATIVE 

Fire Technology Scholarship

Made possible by the SDG&E SAFE San Diego Initiative. 
This scholarship is funded for Miramar College Fire 
Technology students to use to cover expenses for the 
Firefighter I Exam provided in the FIPT 381G course  
and State Fire Training Fees for Certifications earned  
in the Fire Academy.

Bruno Arreola		  Michael Garcia
Christian Barnes		  Jared Gutgesell
Max Barragan		  Isaiah Ivory
Jessica Lopez-Anderson		  Regan Bentz	
Miguel Cervantes Castorena		  Ruben Lujan
Mitchell Coogan		  Mark Najor
Christopher Proctor		  Daniel Noble	
Lee Duran		  Connor Norton
Cassandra Johnston		  Erik Nunn
Kathleen McFadden		  Jay’Quan Perez

SDG&E VETS-2-JETS SCHOLARSHIP
Funded with generous donations from San Diego Gas & 
Electric, the San Diego Miramar College Vets-2-Jets project 
provides a supportive service to Veteran students with 
service-connected disabilities. Since its inception in 2013, 
SDG&E has contributed more than $102,500 in support to 
the San Diego Miramar College Jets-2-Vets project.

Dominic Amore		  Alexys Gonzalez
Amor Carchano		  Jessie Gray
John De Castro		  Regina McClendon
Jaydon Eppinette		  Eduardo Sanchez
Ronald Williams
Agapito Joseph Serraon Radcliffe

SHARRON BIDWELL-WARREN WOMEN IN SCIENCE 
SCHOLARSHIP
This scholarship is made possible through the donation 
of the Warren and Mojica families in loving memory of 
Sharron Bidwell Warren. It is intended to support deserving 
female students at San Diego Miramar College, pursuing a 
degree in the field of Natural Science.

Saba Parsamehr

SIDNEY W. BROSSMAN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
The Brossman family established this scholarship in memory 
of Sidney W. Brossman who served as the first Chancellor 
of the California Community College system. Mr. Brossman 
was also an administrator in the San Diego Community 
College District. This scholarship is awarded to one student 
who has a strong interest in pursuing a teaching career.

Lora Anastasia
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THE CAVA FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP

As a former Miramar College graduate, Miramar College 
employee, Lily Cava, makes this scholarship possible 
to recognize students who have experienced obstacles 
as the first member of their family to pursue a college 
education. This scholarship is to recognize students who 
are determined to accomplish their college education and 
have an alternative plan if they are unsuccessful.

Ruby Melchior
Girma Terfa

THE CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER SCOTT ALLAN 
YOUNG MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
In memory of our dear friend Scott Young, who believed 
that furthering an education was an important step in one’s 
journey. This scholarship was made possible by a group 
of his closest friends who wanted to make an impact on 
someone’s future and at the same time honor their friend 
who deeply loved his family, friends and country.

Carl Nathaniel Barcelona

THE JOE LIM AND QUON SHEE WONG 
SCHOLARSHIP
Edward G. Wong establishes this scholarship in the 
names of Joe Lim and Quon Shee Wong because of his 
desire to help persons attain a college education with a 
financial boost and in gratitude for their long and supporting 
friendship.

Claudio Da Mata

TOM MECCIA (AS IN NICE TO HAVE MET CHA) 
MIRAMAR COLLEGE LIBRARY SCHOLARSHIP
This scholarship is offered in the memory of library staff 
member, Tom Meccia (as in nice to have Met Cha!). Tom 
cared deeply for his fellow staff members and the students 
he served. This scholarship is intended to support San 
Diego Miramar College students to further their academic 
adventures.

Ananto Sarowar

Scholarships
SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS – EXTERNAL 
AWARDS

AJ Wang Foundation Scholarship
Assistance League Rancho San Diego
Bright Directions Savings Program
Brush High School Scholarship
CalCoast Cares Foundation 
California Masonic Foundation
Education Training Voucher Scholarship
Horatio Alger Scholarship Program
ISTS Illuminators Educational Foundation Scholarship
National Merit Scholarship Corp.
One Scholarship Way
Pro Kids - First Tee of San Diego
Scholarship America
Scholarship America - CNCDA Foundations Car Career 
Scholarship 
Scholarship America - Sempra Energy
SD Foundation 
SD Foundation Hindman Family
SD Foundation Joseph & Dorothy Goldberg
SD Foundation Matheny Scholarship
SD Foundation Pollard Baile
SD Foundation Well Family - Gompers
Stars Scholarship Fund 
TechForce Foundation
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Thanks

Steve Quis

San Diego Miramar College Accounting

San Diego Miramar College Audio Visual

San Diego Miramar College Facilities Services 

San Diego Miramar College Financial Aid  
and Scholarship Services Office

San Diego Miramar College Foundation  
Board Members

Scholarship Donors 

Scholarship Sponsors

APPRECIATION

SCHOLARSHIP REVIEWERS

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS CEREMONY ASSISTANCE

Florencia Alvarado

Kyle Aquino

Paolo Joseph Arriola

Cheryl Barnard	

Robert De Requesens

Edgar De Los Reyes

Yolanda Giang		

Malia Kunst

Sandra Marquez

Vincent Ngo

Bill Pacheco

Lonnie Pham	

Steve Quis

Maria Rico

Lynna Vo

Special recognition to Miramar’s Financial Aid & Scholarship Services Office staff for their 
hard work, dedication, and commitment yearly in promoting scholarship opportunities.

Najah Abdelkader

Dennis Aquino			 

Cheryl Barnard

Brett Bell

Samantha Beu Maher

Lily Cava

Colleen Fitzmaurice

Chantal Hernandez

Darren Hall

Tanya Hertz

Sabrina Menchaca

Rechelle Mojica

Laura Murphy

Alice Nelson

Patty Parker

Debra Schmidt

Joan Thompson

Lynna Vo

Robin Watkins

Dan Willkie

Kristen Iniquez

Carmen Jay

Nessa Julian

April Koch

Lazaro Lahera

Andrew Lowe

Patricia Manley

Geraldine Mann

Anna Liza Manzo

Rene McKee
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About the Foundation

FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The Miramar College Foundation, a California Nonprofit Public Benefit Corporation, was officially created on August 21, 
1994, to help meet the needs of Miramar College students and the growth of the college.

The purpose of the Foundation is to provide a channel for financial and other contributions to directly benefit Miramar 
College students. The Foundation Board of Directors pursues industry, community and individual support for Foundation 
and college fundraising activities.

For more information on the Miramar College Foundation or on ways you can help future students reach their educational 
goals through charitable contributions and college partnerships, please visit sdmiramar.edu/foundation.

Sarah Yang
President, Miramar College Foundation 
Senior Vice President, Bank of America

Brett Bell
Treasurer, Miramar College Foundation
V.P., Administrative Services San Diego 
Miramar College

Lily Cava
Secretary, Miramar College Foundation
Representative, Classified Senate
San Diego Miramar College

Edward Borek
College Director, Associated Student 
Government President
San Diego Miramar College

Don Boas
Community Director, Miramar College 
Foundation

Mike Johnson
Vice President, Miramar College Foundation 
Vice President, Hawthorne CAT
 

Tom Hawthorne
Owner
Toolshed Equipment Rental

Martin Hight
Past President, Miramar College 
Foundation Chief, Emeritus,
San Diego Harbor Police

Tony Pizarro
Community Director, Miramar College 
Foundation
Former Vice President - Logistics 
Athena Carver Corporation

Howard Schuler
Service Director Emeritus, Toyota 
Carlsbad

Dave Stall
760 KFMB Host, Cartalk & KUSI

René McKee
Community Director, Miramar College 
Foundation Senior Vice President, 
Community and Public Relations, 
California Coast Credit Union

Rod Porter
College Director Miramar College 
Foundation Representative,  
Academic Senate
San Diego Miramar College

Steve Quis
College Director, Miramar College 
Foundation
Public Information Officer, San Diego 
Miramar College

Wesley Lundburg
Ex-Officio, Miramar College Foundation
President, San Diego Miramar College
 

Honorary Directors
R.E. Bob Dingeman
Chairman, President Emeritus Scripps 
Ranch Civic Association, Civic Affairs
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Kudos

Lou Ascione

Lezlie Davenport-Allen

Cheryl Barnard

Brett Bell

Francois Bereaud

Clara Blenis

Regina Bochicchio

Channing Booth

Constance Carroll

Lily Cava

Joan Colvin

Carlos O. Cortez

Bonnie Dowd

Claudia Estrada

Daphne Figueroa

Adrian Gonzales

Daniel Gutowski

John W Hansen

Allan Harjala

Kristen Iniguez

Nessa Julian

Jon Kropp

Jesse Lopez

Wesley Lundburg

Glenn Magpuri

Sabrina Menchaca

David Merino

Angela Merkens

Daniel Miramontez

Rechelle Mojica

Sonny Nguyen

Michael Odu

Dorothy Simpson

Tonia Teresh

Robin Watkins

Linda Woods

Sarah Yang

INDIVIDUAL DONORS BUSINESS DONORS

Bank of America

Cal Coast Credit Union

Caterpillar, Inc.

Don Boas & Fu-Ping

Hawthorne/CAT

Poway Veterans Organization

San Diego City Firefighters Emerald Society 

San Diego Community College Auxiliary Organization

San Diego Community College Management Association

San Diego Hua Xia Chinese School

San Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E) 

The Scott A. and V. Christensen Charitable Foundation

Union Bank 

University of California, San Diego

The Miramar College Foundation thanks you for your commitment to San Diego Miramar 
College students through financial support of Miramar College Foundation activities in 2022!



10440 Black Mountain Road 
San Diego, CA 92126-2910 
www.sdmiramar.edu 
P. Wesley Lundburg, Ph.D., President

The San Diego Community College District includes San Diego City College, San 
Diego Mesa College, San Diego Miramar College and San Diego Continuing 
Education. The SDCCD is governed by its Board of Trustees. 

No oral or written representation is binding on the San Diego Community College 
District without the express approval of the Board of Trustees. 
(Geysil Arroyo, Mary Graham, Craig Milgrim, Bernie Rhinerson, Maria Nieto Senour, Ph.D.)

Carlos O. Gortez, Ph.D., Chancellor

SD Miramar Communications 4/21


