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Collegewide Research Agenda Overview and Introduction 
 
The purpose of a research agenda is to help organize and prioritize research requests that might otherwise be disjointed or not 
integrated into collegewide planning and decision making, and to improve the quality of the data and information used on campus. 
The process for developing, updating, and using a research agenda is equally as valuable as the research agenda itself.  It serves as a 
vehicle for dialog and a way in which to move beyond a culture of evidence to a more integrated culture of inquiry and action. More 
importantly, it provides a mechanism for collaborative inquiry, which helps build research expertise throughout the college going 
beyond isolated pockets of the college.  
 
The research that is included in the research agenda supports the major activities and initiatives that serve the broader functions on 
campus (e.g., strategic planning, enrollment management, budget development, program review, accreditation, grant development, 
Basic Skills, Outcomes and Assessment). They are typically recurring research requests that have clearly defined indicators and 
metrics attached to them (e.g., success indicators and successful course completion rates, transfer rates, and number of awards 
conferred). These recurring research requests are organized by the Miramar College Strategic Goals (listed below), and linked to the 
College’s plans and initiatives, and indicators in the Strategic Planning Assessment Scorecard (SPAS). Primary end users/responsible 
groups are also identified and suggested for each research request. The links are built to strengthen the integration of research into 
collegewide planning and overall achievement of Miramar College. A feedback mechanism is also built in for continuous quality 
improvement.      
 

Goal 1: Provide educational programs and services that are responsive to change and support student learning and success. 
Goal 2: Deliver educational programs and services in formats and at locations that meet student needs. 
Goal 3: Enhance the college experience for students and the community by providing student centered programs, services, 

and activities that celebrate diversity and sustainable practices. 
Goal 4: Develop, strengthen, and sustain beneficial partnerships with educational institutions, business and industry, and 

our community. 
 

Research that is narrow in focus or responds to a singular interest or one-time event or activity may occur under ad hoc requests that 
are handled separately using the Miramar College research request and prioritization process. Miramar College’s Institutional 
Research website has detailed information.  

  

http://www.sdmiramar.edu/campus/planning/research
http://www.sdmiramar.edu/campus/planning/research
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ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 
 
ADT – Associate Degree for Transfer 
BSI – Basic Skills Initiative 
BSSOT – Basic Skills and Student Outcomes Transformation Grant 
BTCWI – School of Business, Technical Careers, & Workforce Initiatives 
CCCCO – California Community Colleges Chancellor's Office 
CEC – College Executive Committee 
CE – Career Education 
DSPS – Disability Support Programs & Services 
EMS – Enrollment Management System 
EOPS – Extended Opportunities, Programs & Services 
ESOL – English for Speakers of Other Languages 
FTEF – Full-time Equivalent Faculty 
FTES – Full-time Equivalent Students 
GPA – Grade Point Average 
IEPI – Institutional Effectiveness Partnership Initiative  
ILC – Independent Learning Center 
IRP – Institutional Research and Planning 
ISLO – Institutional Student Learning Outcomes 
PIEC – Planning and Institutional Effectiveness Committee 
POS – Point-of-Service Survey 
PPT – PowerPoint 
PRIE – Planning, Research and Institutional Effectiveness 
SDCCD – San Diego Community College District 
SEP – Student Equity Plan 
SPAS – Strategic Planning Assessment Scorecard 
SSSP – Student Success Support Program 
VPA – Vice President of Administrative Services  
VPI – Vice President of Instructions 
VPSS – Vice President of Student Services 
WSCH – Weekly Student Contact Hours  
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